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The Congress Day 1
After boarding a nice river boat which will be your home for the 
next week and a half, you will depart from the Kyiv River Port and 
sail south toward Kaniv (1). There, you will visit a large commer-
cial beekeeping farm which outputs the entire range of beekeeping 
products, and afterwards, take a tour to the place of burial and 
museum of Taras Shevchenko.

Day 2
The boat will continue downstream, taking you through the larg-
est continuous locust growth area in the world where you will 
enjoy the scenery of locust forests growing on the both banks of 
the Dnipro River. You will see the harvesting of famous Ukrainian 
locust honey – winner of Apimondia gold medal and other pres-
tigious international awards – when visiting an apiary during 
the boat’s next stop at Subotiv (2). You will also be offered a tour 
of Bohdan Khmelnytsky’s memorial places, and in the evening – 
Ukrainian-cuisine dinner with Ukrainian beekeepers in an authen-
tic restaurant located in a xix century village estate.

Post-tour 2
Dnipro River cruise (9 days)

Day 3
Your next stop will be at Kremenchuk where a comfortable bus 
will take you to the ‘beekeeping capital’ of Ukraine, Kirovohrad 
(3). Here, you will visit one of the leading Ukrainian beekeeping 
producers, Zlatomed and the largest manufacturer of beekeeping 
equipment, Os.

Day 4
After staying overnight in Kirovohrad you will visit another com-
pany, honey producer and exporter ats, and then your bus will 
take you back to the boat and you will continue your journey down 
the Dnipro toward one of the largest industrial centres of Ukraine, 
Dnipropetrovsk where you will be offered an evening tour of the 
city and a dinner with local beekeepers.

Day 5
From Dnipropetrovsk you will go to Zaporizhia and the very heart 
of Ukraine, the legendary Great Khortytsia Island (5) (see page 
47, paragraph 5) where every stone is breathing with the glori-
ous history of Ukrainian Cossacks. You will visit the completely 
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restored Zaporizhian Sich, see a Cossack martial arts show, and 
drink a genuine Sich medovukha (Ukrainian mead) in a company 
of Cossacks.

Day 6
For the whole day the boat will sail through the vast Kakhovka 
Reservoir among mysterious Taurida steppes where invincible 
Scythians once lived, until arrival to Nova Kakhovka in the evening.

Day 7
A bus will pick you up at Nova Kakhovka berth and take to the 
unique biosphere reserve Askania Nova (6) included to the list 
of 100 greatest preserves and parks of the world. You will see a 
unique natural preserve with a virgin steppe hosting hundreds 
of rare animal species which otherwise can be found perhaps in 
zoos. Zebras, camels, Indian and African antelopes, lamas, Scottish 
ponies, American bison, African ostriches and emus, peacocks, and 
fl amingos – you name it.

Day 8
The boat will take you west through picturesque estuaries of 
the Dnipro delta, via Kherson and coastal fortress of Ochakiv to 
famous Odesa (7) (see page 50, paragraph 9) where you will arrive 
late in the evening.

Day 9
You will visit the largest migratory commercial apiaries in Ukraine 
near Odesa and enjoy an unforgettable lunch right at the apiary in 
the open air. After that, you will return to Odesa to spend the rest 
of the day walking around this charming unforgettable city of end-
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less impressions and smiles. Odesa has large international airport, 
so you can return home right from here, unless the charm of Odesa 
will captivate you to the point that you will decide to stay here a 
little while longer.



Strong points
ous tours for Congress participants to help them learn about 
our country’s diversity.
According to our worldview, beekeeping has always been an 
integral and important component of lifestyle of Ukrainian 
people in general. This gave us a hint at the concept of scientifi c 
conference which will be held as part of the Congress: Beyond 
the Hive: Beekeeping and Global Challenges. We propose sci-
entifi c beekeeping community to try to answer the questions of 
what beekeeping could do to solve the key problems which the 
mankind faces today.
Notwithstanding the foregoing and despite being one of the 
largest beekeeping countries in the world with rich and diverse 
beekeeping culture and developed scientifi c and production 
beekeeping infrastructure, Ukraine still remains a terra incog-
nita for the majority of world community.

With the gross annual output of honey reaching 75,000 tons 
and 400,000 member beekeepers, Ukrainian beekeeping indus-
try is the largest in Europe and one of the largest in the world.
We have received an unprecedented government support: 
President of Ukraine Viсtor Yushchenko has agreed to become 
the President of the 2013 Apimondia Congress in Ukraine and 
personally oversee the course of preparation to host this event.
Organization of the fi nal tournament of the 2012 uefa 
European Football Championship in Ukraine one year prior 
to the planned Apimondia Congress guarantees that Kyiv will 
have the highest level of transport and hotel infrastructure. 
Guests of the Apimondia 2013 will fully enjoy all advantages 
offered by the completely-renovated capital of Ukraine on 
which the government will spend over eur 16 billion.
Beekeeping has been an offi cial sector of Ukraine’s economy 
for over one thousand years since the trade was fi rst described 
and regulated in the medieval code of laws of the Kievan 
Rus’ ‘Pravda Yaroslava’ (Yaroslav’s Truth). Since that time the 
beekeeping has always played a special and much respected 
role in Ukrainian culture and history by forming around itself a 
diverse and unique spiritual space: folklore, traditions, customs, 
and countless original beekeeping practices.
Ukraine is the largest country located fully within Europe, fea-
turing different terrestrial biomes each of which is character-
ized by own unique beekeeping peculiarities. We plan numer-








